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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 NEA-10 ISO-OO PM-07 NSC-10 SPC-03 SS-20 

RSC-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-04 USIA-15 

PRS-01 DRC-01 /122 W 

116712 

R 290501Z DEC 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0383 
INFO AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
USDEL JEC PARIS 

UNCLAS SAIGON 21565 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, VS 

SUBJECT: REPORT OF UNIDENTIFIED PLANE SIGHTING 

1. PRESS SPOKESMAN FOR THE GVN MILITARY COMMAND ANNOUNCED 
YESTERDAY (DECEMBER 28) THAT AT A OUT 3:45*P.M. THURSDAY (DECEMBER 
27) AT ET AIRCRAFT "PAINTED IN**LACK" WAS SEEN FLYING FROM NORTH 
TO SOUTH OVER QUANG TRI PROVINCE. LT. COL. HIEN SAID THE PLANE 
CIRCLED OVER AN AREA FIVE KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF HAI LANG 
DISTRICT TOWN AND LATER FLEW BACK NORTH AND DISAPPEARED. HE 
SAID THE JET WAS NOT IDENTIFIED. HE DID NOT KNOW THE PLANE'S 
ALTITUDE. 

2. WHEN ASKED WHETHER THIS MARKED THE FIRST TIME AN UNIDENTIFIED 
JET HAD BEEN SIGHTED IN THE AREA, LTC HIEN SAID THAT SEVERAL 

TIMES BEFORE OTHER UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN SEEN FLYING OVER 
THE QUANG TRI AREA. 

3. LTC HIEN DID NOT REPEAT NOT SPECULATE THAT THE PLANE MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN A MIG INTERCEPTOR OR A U.S. RECON PLANE AS REPORTED 
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS UNDER SAIGON DATELINE. 
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